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REMARKS 

Added independent Claim 23 is directed to the embodiment of the presentiy 
cancelled Claim 22 the allowability of which has been indicated. 

The deietions of the term "with that is' from Cairns 1 . 15, 13 and 16 are believed to 
address and overcome the ejection relative to these claims. The introduction of the 
term -positive number" in the several claims excludes ' zero" from the scope of the 
claimed "a". Support is found in the working examples where the catalyst entailed a 
positive value for "L". 

Claims 1-10 and 13-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
Kawasaki et al (U.S. Patent 3,755,275). The Examiner contends that the reference 
examples 10, 1 1 and 1 2 are within the scope of the amended claims. 

Kawasaki disclosed VOCI 3 . Accordingly, the oxygen atom may only denote the 
presently recited V yet an oxygen atom is not a 2-, 3- or 4- chelating ligand. 
Therefore the disclosed VOCI3 (and for that matter any vanadium complex wh.ch 
Introduces an oxygen as ligand L or Q) does not satisfy the formula ML a Q b . The 
rejection alleging anticipation is clearly erroneous and its retraction is earnestly 
solicited. 

Claims 1-11 and 13-21 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
Kuntz et al (U.S. Patent 4,175,017). The Examiner points to Example 1 as showing 
relevant catalyzed copolymerization and to example 2 where the copolymer is used 
to produce molded forms. 

Kuntz discloses a complex ry(acac) 3 ] which does not describe the presently claimed 
ML a Q D because either L or Q is missing. 



Mo6856 



PAGE 9/10 * RCVD AT 2/2412004 2:11:22 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:4127778364 « DURATION (mm-ss):02-16 



FEB 24 2004 14:22 FR BAYER-PATENT DEPT. 



4127778364 TO 91703B729306 P. 10/10 



The rejection alleging anticipation by Kuntz Is clearly erroneous and its withdrawal is 
respectfully urged. 

The indication that the embodiment of Claim 22 represents allowable subject matter 
is acknowledged with appreciation. Newly added independent Claim 23 is directed to 
the presently cancelled Claim 22. 

Believing the above represent a complete response to the Office Action and that the 
application is in condition for allowance, Applicants request the earliest Issuance of 
an indication to this effect 
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Respectfully submitted. 




Aron Preis 

Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 29.426 



